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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTION 1 OF 2 GUATEMALA 1584 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MASS, GT, US 

SUB J : GUATEMALA TERMINATES US MILITARY ASSISTANCE 

1 . SUMMARY. EMBASSY RECEIVED THIRD PERSON NOTE FROM FOREIGN 
MINISTRY "DECLINING IN ADVANCE ANY AID OR SALE OF MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT THAT IS CONDITIONED ON JUDGMENTS THAT ANY FOREIGN 
GOVERNMENT MIGHT MAKE OF MATTERS THAT ARE EXCLUSIVELY INTERNAL 
CONCERN" OF GUATEMALA. FOREIGN MINISTER ADOLFO MOLINA HAS 
APPOINTMENT WITH SECRETARY VANCE AT 5 PM MONDAY. MARCH 14. 

GOG HAS MADE NO PUBLIC COMMENT SO FAR; SHOULD STORY BREAK AND 
EMBASSY BE QUERIED BY PRESS, WE PLAN TO CONFIRM THAT REPORT WAS 
PREPARED ON GUATEMALA AND GIVEN GOG, BUT ANY COMMENT ON GOG 
REACTION MUST COME FROM GOG. END SUMMARY. 

2. EMBASSY RECEIVED 1400 FRIDAY, MARCH 11, FOLLOWING NOTE FROM 
GUATEMALAN FOREIGN MINISTRY (INFORMAL TRANSLATION): "... AND 
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HAS THE HONOR TO REFER TO ITS NOTE NUMBER 33, OF THE 4TH OF 
THIS MONTH, WHICH WAS ACCOMPANIED BY A COPY OF THE REPORT 
OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE IN RELATION TO GUATEMALA. 

3. "THE EMBASSY STATES THAT IT IS AUTHORIZED TO INFORM 
(THE MINISTRY) THAT NEARLY 80 REPORTS, ONE FOR EACH 
COUNTRY THAT RECEIVES MILITARY ASSISTANCE FROM THE 
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UNITED STATES OR THAT OBTAINS MILITARY EQUIPMENT FROM 
ITS GOVERNMENT, HAVE BEEN SENT TO THE CONGRESS AND 
COULD BE MADE PUBLIC BY THAT ORGANIZATION AT ANY MOMENT. 

4. "THE EMBASSY ALSO REFERS TO THE EMBASSY'S NOTE OF 
OCTOBER 18, 1976, IN WHICH IT INFORMED THE GOVERNMENT 
OF GUATEMALA THAT, IN ACCORD WITH THE AMENDMENTS TO 
THE FOREIGN ASSISTANCE ACT OF THE UNITED STATES, THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE WILL BE REQUIRED IN THE FUTURE TO 
SEND TO THE CONGRESS EACH YEAR A FULL AND COMPLETE 
REPORT... WITH RESPECT TO PRACTICES REGARDING THE 
OBSERVANCE OF AND RESPECT FOR INTERNATIONALLY RECOG- 
NIZED HUMAN RIGHTS IN EACH COUNTRY PROPOSED AS A 
RECIPIENT OF SECURITY ASSISTANCE." 

5. "IN REPLY, THE FOREIGN MINISTRY INFORMS THE 
HONORABLE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT AS WELL AS THE PEOPLE OF GUATEMALA 
PROFOUNDLY REGRET THE ASSASSINATION OF A US AMBASSADOR 
AND AN AMBASSADOR OF THE FRG, ACCREDITED TO THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC IN YEARS PAST AND BOTH WELL 
AND FAVORABLY REMEMBERED IN OUR COUNTRY, FOR THEIR 
PERSONAL QUALITIES AND THE EXCELLENT DIPLOMATIC EFFORT 
THEY CARRIED OUT IN GUATEMALA. THEY WERE VICTIMS OF A 
SUBVERSIVE ORGANIZATION THAT CALLS ITSELF "THE REBEL 
ARMED FORCES' AND WHICH CONSTITUTES THE ARMED FORCEE 
OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY WHICH OPERATES CLANDESTINELY 
AND IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DEATH OF MANY 
GUATEMALANS, VICTIMS OF INDESCRIBABLE TERRORIST ACTS. 
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6. "THE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OF GUATEMALA DEPLORE 
AS WELL THE MURDER OF MANY DIPLOMATS AND PERSONS OF 
VARIOUS NATIONALITIES IN DIVERSE REGIONS OF THE WORLD, 

AS A CONSEQUENCE OF THE GENERALIZED VIOLENCE, A 
PHENOMENON FROM WHICH NOT EVEN US ITSELF HAS BERN 
IMMUNE. 

7. "FOREIGN MINISTRY EXPRESSES TO HONORABLE US 
EMBASSY THAT GOG ALSO SHARES THE JUST CONCERN OF THE 
US AUTHORITIES FOR ASSURING THE MAXIMUM PROTECTION 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND OF THE FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS OF 
MAN IN ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 

8. "INSPIRED BY THIS OBJECTIVE, THE GOVERNMENT HAS 
SUBSCRIBED TO VARIOUS DECLARATIONS AND CONVENTIONS 
DESTINED TO GUARANTEE THOSE RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES THROUGH 
THE COLLECTIVE ACTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY, 
AND HAS INCORPORATED WITHIN THE FUNDAMENTAL PROVISIONS 
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OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF GUATEMALA ALL 
THE NORMS PROCLAIMED BY THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS; THESE (RIGHTS) ARE PROTECTED BY THE 
COURTS AND ALL THE AUTHORITIES OF THE GOVERNMENT WATCH 
OVER THEIR STRICT FULFILLMENT. 

9. ' GOG NEVERTHELESS VIEWS WITH SERIOUS PREOCCUPATION 
AND DISQUIET THE POSSIBILITY THAT THERE SHOULD BE PUT 
INTO PRACTICE THE DOCTRINE THAT ONE GOVERNMENT, IN 
UNILATERAL FASHION, SHOULD ARROGATE TO ITSELF THE POWER 
TO JUDGE ANOTHER GOVERNMENT WITH WHICH IT MAINTAINS 
RELATIONS OF FRIENDSHIP, COOPERATION AND SOLIDARITY, 

AND ON THE BASIS OF THIS UNILATERAL JUDGMENT TAKES 
MEASURES WHICH IN SOME WAY COULD AFFECT THE SECURITY 
OR ECONOMIC INTERESTS OF THE OTHER. 

10. "SUCH MEASURES, EVEN IF THEY WERE GUIDED BY THE 
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MOST NOBLE AND WORTHY HUMANITARIAN MOTIVES, CONSTITUTE 
AN IMPROPER INTERFERENCE IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF 
ANOTHER STATE, WHICH IS TOTALLY INADMISSIBLE BETWEEN 
SOVEREIGN STATES. 
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ZEN AMCONSUL BELIZE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECSTION 2 OF 2 GUATEMALA 1584 

1 1 . "IN THE HISTORY OF THE INTER- AMERICAN SYSTEM, 

THE PRINCIPLE OF NON-INTERVENTION HAS BEEN CONSECRATED AS 
ONE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL DUTIES OF ALL STATES, AND ANY 
TYPE OF IMPROPER INTERFERENCE OF ONE STATE IN THE 
AFFAIRS WITHIN THE INTERNAL COMPETENCE OF ANOTHER STATE 
HAS ALWAYS BEEN REJECTED EVEN WHEN IT MIGHT BE BASED ON 
IDEAS OF TUTELAGE OF ALTRUISTIC INSPIRATION. 

12. "GOG CONSIDERS THAT THE LAUDABLE EFFORT OF THE 
ILLUSTRIOUS GOVERNMENT OF THE USA TO ASSURE AN 
EFFECTIVE PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS COULD FIND A 
MORE ADEQUATE AND ACCEPTABLE CHANNEL IN INTERNATIONAL 
AGREEMENTS, BOTH WORLD- WISE AND REGIONAL. SUCH AGREE- 
MENTS NOT ONLY AVOID ARBITRARY PROCEDURES BUT ALSO 
ASSIGN THE FUNCTION OF JUDGING CASES OF VIOLATIONS 

OF HUMAN RIGHTS TO SPECIAL TRIBUNALS BEFORE WHICH THE 
ACCUSED GOVERNMENT HAS THE OPPORTUNITY TO DEFEND 
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ITSELF AGAINST THE ACCUSATIONS MADE AGAINST IT IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH A PRE-ESTABLISHED PROCEDURE. 

13. "UNILATERAL ACTION, BASED ON SUBJECTIVE 
JUDGMENTS OR ON UNPROVED CHARGES BY POLITICAL GROUPS 
IN OPPOSITION TO A GOVERNMENT, CAN ONLY PREJUDICE 

THE RELATIONS OF FRIENDSHIP AND SOLIDARITY BETWEEN 
TRADITIONALLY FRIENDLY GOVERNMENTS, WHICH CANNOT DO 
LESS THAN RESENT THE UNDUE INTERFERENCE BY ONE OF 
THEM IN MATTERS THAT ARE OF THE EXCLUSIVE COMPETENCE 
OF THE OTHER. 

14. "FOR THE REASONS EXPRESSED ABOVE, THE GOG 
DECLINES IN ADVANCE ANY AID OR SALE OF MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT THAT IS CONDITIONED ON JUDGMENTS THAT ANY 
FOREGIN GOVERNMENT MAY MAKE ON MATTERS EXCLUSIVELY 
OF (GUATEMALA'S) INTERNAL COMPETENCE. 

15. "THE FOREIGN MINISTRY TAKES THIS OPPORTUNITY TO 
REITERATE TO US EMBASSY THE ASSURANCES OF ITS HIGHEST 
AND MOST DISTINGUISHED CONSIDERATION. " 

16. COMMENT: AS DEPARTMENT KNOWS, THE ATTRACTIVENESS 

TO GUATEMALA OF OUR MILITARY ASSISTANCE HAS CONSIDERABLY 
DIMINISHED OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS DUE TO (A) THE DELAYS 
AND INDEFINITE POSTPONEMENTS OF CERTAIN MILITARY SALES 
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ENGENDERED BY OUR CONCERN OVER BELIZE DISPUTE; (B) THE 
TERMINATION OF GRANT MATERIEL AID; AND (C) GOG AWARENESS 
THAT MILGP'S DAYS ARE PROBABLY NUMBERED. NEVERTHELESS, 
GUATEMALAN DECISION IN TODAY'S NOTE REPRESENTS A CON- 
SIDERABLE SACRIFICE TO GOG IN VIEW OF PLANNED ACQUISITION 
OF US HELICOPTERS AND OTHER AIRCRAFT AND SPARE PARTS FOR 
EQUIPMENT PREVIOUSLY SUPPLIED. THE TERMINATION OF TRAINING 
IN US MILITARY SCHOOLS AND VISITING MOBILE TRAINING TEAMS 
WILL BE A PARTICULARLY SERIOUS LOSS TO BOTH COUNTRIES. 
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17. IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT FOREIGN MINISTER HAS AN 
APPOINTMENT WITH THE SECRETARY ON MONDAY. AMBASSADOR DOES 
NOT PLAN TO SEEK AN APPOINTMENT WITH HIM PRIOR TO THAT 
TIME. HOWEVER, AMBASSADOR WILL SEE HIM OFF AT THE AIRPORT 
SUNDAY MORNING, MAR 13, AND WILL EXPRESS HIS PERSONAL 
REGRET AT THE GOG REACTION AND INQUIRE WHAT PLANS, IF ANY, 

GOG MAY HAVE FOR PUBLISHING TEXT OR SUBSTANCE OF NOTE (IF 
STORY HAS NOT ALREADY BROKEN BY THAT TIME). 

18. AT THIS POINT WE ASSUME THAT GOG WILL MAKE KNOWN ITS 
VIEWS, IF NOT IMMEDIATELY THEN PROBABLY ON PUBLICATION 

IN US OF DEPARTMENT'S REPORT ON GUATEMALA. GUATEMALAN PRESS 
COMMENTED ADVERSELY YESTERDAY AND TODAY ON FACT THAT NO 
ONE IN FOREIGN MINISTRY WAS AVAILABLE TO TELL PRESS 
WHETHER OR NOT GUATEMALA IS AMONG THOSE COUNTRIES ON 
WHICH HUMAN RIGHTS REPORTS BEING PREPARED BY USG. 

19. SHOULD STORY BREAK AND EMBASSY BE QUERIED BY PRESS, 

WE PLAN TO LIMIT OURSELVES TO FOLLOWING STATEMENT: "U.S. 

LAW REQUIRES DOS TO PREPARE AN ANNUAL REPORT ON THE STATUS 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN EACH OF THE COUNTRIES WHICH RECEIVE 
SECURITY ASSISTANCE FROM USG. DEPARTMENT HAS PREPARED REPORTS 
ON STATUS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN NEARLY 80 COUNTRIES RECEIVING 
SUCH ASSISTANCE, INCLUDING GUATEMALA, AND HAS SUBMITTED 
THEM, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAW, TO THE CONGRESS OF THE 
UNITED STATES.” IF SPECIFICALLY ASKED WHETHER COPY OF 

REPORT HAS BEEN GIVEN GOG, WE WOULD CONFIRM THAT IT HAD. 

ANY QUESTION ON GOG REACTION WE WILLL REFER TO GOG. 

BOSTER 
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